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the Certain Daty of Briziſh Subjects to their 
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PRO v. xxiv. 21. 


My Son, fear thou the Lok D, and the 
g pr meds rt with thank ane 


are given to change. 


made upon this Day, againſt rhe 
whole Body of Diſſenting Proteſtants 
by their angry Brethren, who would 
7 | monopolize Loyalty, and run down 
all as Republicans, who can't ſwallow 
| their unpractis d Rants on the Sub- 
ject, none here preſent can be Ignorant : Nor how, 
in ſpite of the Evangelical Law of Charity, in ſpire of 
the Laws of Amneſty by in their own Country, nay, 
and in ſpite of the Truth of Hiſtory, they clamour at 
us 1 Rebels, charge us in the Lump with 
the Murther of the Ning, and purſue us with all the 
Fierceneſs and Invective that Art or Anger can ſug- 
|, whilſt the Hand their Predeceſſors had in the Con- 
ſions of thoſe Times, and the Provocation they gave 
bers Unnatural War, are paſs'd over in profound 
ilence. 
WHETHER this method of proceeding ſuirs the 
e of ſuch a Day; Whether it be the Buſineſs 
of thoſe who make ſhow of Humiliry themſelves for 
National Sint, to aggravate the Faults of others beyond 
all Bounds of Truth and Juſtice, whilſt they have no 
Senſe, or make no Acknowledgement of their own, 
hall be left to their Conſciences in their cooler In- 
tervals. Whether their Brethren have deſery'd ſuck 
8 — 42 Treat- 
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Treatment at their Hands, will one Day be the En- 
quiry of a Tribunal, where they know the Sentence 
will be according ro Truth. What may be faid in 
Vindication of our Farhers, you have heard from me 
on ſuch an Occaſion heretofore. That they were Men, 
and might have Faults, we are ready ro own. That 
many Things were acted on all fides in thoſe Times 
of Tumult and Confuſion, that could nor be juſtified 
by the Laws of the Land, nor the Rules of our Re- 
ligion, methinks all modeſt Men ſhould be free to ac- 
knowledge. What may be ſaid in Accuſation of them 
who have been moſt Clamorous againſt us and our 
Fathers, T had rather you ſhould learn from the Hi- 
ſtories of thoſe Times, even ſuch as are moſt partial 
in the Reyal Cauſe, than hear from me in ſuch a Place 
as this is. It were to be wiſh'd, for the ſake of Chri- 
ſtianity in General, that they who are ſo laviſh in cen- 
furing our Fathers for their Real Faulrs, and charge 
ing them with thoſe which they abhor'd, had never 
given juſt Occaſion for Recriminations heretoſbre, and 
even greater Cauſe at preſent. But it often hap 
that thoſe who can perceive the Motes in their Neighbours 
Eyes, are blind to the Beams in their own. ; 
ELSE Men who have + ſometimes made their 
Boaſts, that they withſtood Popery and Arbitrary 
Power to the Expulſion of the Son, and that when no 
part of the Legiſlature in that Capacity at firſt gave 
Countenance to their Proceedings, would be more 
Modeſt than commonly they are in the Cenſure of o- 
thers, who, after much longer Forbearance, were 
provok d to take up Defenſive Arms againſt the Fa- 
ther, for * Arbitrary Practices and Oppreſſive Mea- 
ſures that were not much leſs Grie vous. And thoſe 
who aggravate the Proceedings of the Parliament in 
Forty One, as ſuch an Inſult on the Sacred Power and 
Perſons of Kings, as is not to be expiated, would be 


f Vid. Addreſs of the London Clergy in the Gazette of 
Aug. 22.1710. Parag. 8. * Lord Clarendon teilt us, 
That thoſe Foundations of Right by which Men valued 
their Security, to the Apprebenſions and Under ſtandings 
of Wiſe Men, were never more in danger #0 be deftroy's, 


Vid, L, 1. P. 98, 9y. 8p, 
j x 
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very Tender how they give Encouragement to the like 
Inſults in Seventeen Hundred and Fifteen, upon much” 
leſs ſhall I fay ? Indeed upon no juſt Provocation, 
and that not only in Defiance of Kingly Power, but 
of this made more Sacred, if poſſible, (and why 
ſhould it be impoſſible) by the concurring Authority 
of the hole Legiſlature. Bur alas! when Men have 
given up themſelves to the Conduct of Paſſion, and 
are acted by the Spirit of a Party, how Deaf are they 
ro the Voice of Reaſon, and how regardleſs of rhe 
Inconſiſtency of their Conduct with their Principles ? 
When is it that Brztons will be wiſe, and open their 


Eyes to their common Intereſts, and with united Zeal 
purſue them ? 


' HOW fair an Opportunity now preſents, under a 


Prince who is indeed the Father of his Country, and 
would rejoyce to ſee his People united among them- 
ſelves, and Eaſy and Happy under his Government. 
Who amidſt unparalell'd Provocations ſteadily purſues 
our Intereſts, ſtudies our Welfare, and is very ſenſi- 
bly griev'd when neceſſary Regard to his own Autho- 
rity, and the Welfare of his faithful Subjects, requires 
any thing ro be done by him that looks Severe. 

think the beſt uſe that can be made of paſt Calamities, 
and the Sins of thoſe who have gone before us, is to 
prevent the like Calamities and Sins, by attending to 


our preſent Duty to GOD and our Governors. This 


is more the Buſineſs of ſuch a Day, than to rake u 
the Miſcarriages of the Dead, who have their rewar 
To promote this, I have read the Words of my Text. 
My Buſineſs from them will be, 


I, Firſt, TO explain that Precept, Fear GOD. 

II. Secondly, TO ſhew the force of that other Pre- 
cept, Fear the Ring. ; 

III. Thirdly, TO obſerve one or two things on the Or- 
der obſerv'd in delivering theſe Precepts. b 
IV. Fourthly, TO explain the Prohibition, Medal 
not with them who are given to Change. After which, 


we ſhall cloſe all with a ſuitable Application. | 
25 „ Bh 
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I. Fr#, WE hall ire inco the Senſe of the 
Precept, Fear thou the LORD. And here all who are 
with rhe Holy Scriprures know, that one 
principal Branch of Religion doth often, in their Lan- 
guage, ftand for the whole, eſpecially when it harh a 
conſiderable Influence towards performing the other 
Parrs and Duries of ir, and rhe | 


infers cheſe. Thus ſometimes Love ro GOD ſtands for 


up for them that 


GOD in the cloſe of the Verſe is plainly equivalenr 
to the Fear of GOD in the beginning. And it were 
endleſs to every Paſſage where the Fear of 
GOD muſt be taken in this Comprehenſive Senſe. Thus 
gp Eye is ſaid to be upon them that fear Him. 
ich is explain d by another Paſſage, where his * 
Eye is ſaid to be upon the Righteous, and hi, wy 4 to 
their Prayers. In the ſame Senſe David ſaith, that FF 
He was a Companion of them that fear him. And Solo- 
mon, that g It ſball go well with ' them that fear him. 
Fear of GOD doth evidently fignifie, ſuch a Temper of 
Mind and Courſe of Life as is truly Religious, or un- 
der an Influence of the Holy Dread of GOD and Ve- 
neration for Him. 
AND is it any wonder that this Principle, which 
muſt have ſo pow'rful an Influence upon Religious 
Prattice, ſhould be pur for ir, or ſo norable a Cauſe 
ftand for its Effect in the Scripture Language? What 
can more powerfully reſtrain from Evil, from the 
very appearance of Evil than this Fear? *, This did 
wot I, {aid Nehemiah, becauſe of the Fear of GOD. H 
The Fear of the LORD, fſairh Solomon, is to hute Evil. 


* Pſal. xxxi. 23. f V. 14. 4 Pal. xxxiii. 18. *® 


Pſal. xxxiv. 15. Tf Pfal. cxix. 63. + Eccl. viii. 12. 


+* Neh. v. 15. 47 Prov. viii. 13. 


And 


And hence the P/almiſt tells us, that the 
ſions of the Wicked were convincing Evidence ro 

that there was no Feer of GOD before their Eyes. Or 
what can more powerfully urge to the of 
all acceptable Religion? | + The Fear of the LORD 4s 
a Fountain of Life, to depart from the Snares of Death. 4 


The Fear of the LORD is the beginning of Wiſdom. Nay, 


under the Evangelical 


Diſpen 
of GOD is 


neſi doth ſo powerfully impr: 
ding abroad bis Love þ ian, yer 
we required ff 20 perſect Holineſs in the Fear of GOD, 
and to ++ ſerve him acceptably with Reverence and Godly 
Fear, for that he is a conſuming Fire. So juſtly doth 
the Scripture Language uſe rhis powerful Principle of 
Religion, ro ſigniſie all the Genuine Effects of ir. And 
in this Senſe we are certainly ro underſtand the Pre- 
* Text. 


ion, where the Love 


contemplate the Glorious, the Tranſcendent, 


Boundleſs Perfections of his Nature, till thou art 


tranſported with Wonder, warm d with Love, impreſ- 


ſed with Fear, and laid proſtrate at his Feet in the 


moſt humble Adorations. Till thy whole Soul glows 
with Devotion, the Holy Flame vents ir ſelf at thy 
Lips, and thy Tongue in the moſt exalted Strains of 
Praiſe, reveals the Rapture of thy Heart. Till all 
created Brightneſs fades away, and all the tempting 
Glories of the World have loft their Charms, whilſt 
thine Eyes are fix d on the „ Beauties, and thine 
Heart I fd up with the fulneſs of GOD. 


KNOW GOD in the Relations wherein he ſtands - 


to his Creatures, and, chearfully recognize all theſe 
unalienable Rights, that reſult from theſe Relarions- 
* Pſal. xxxvi. 1. f. Pror. xiv. 27. + Prov. i. 7. ** 
Rom. v. 5. Tf 2 Cor. viii. 1. $$ Heb. Xii. 28, 29. 
Pal. xxvii. 4. 14 Eph. iii. 19. | —— 
Own 


fon, Fear theu the LORD, is as much as to fay, - 
Je truly and heartily Religious. Know GOD, and let 
this Knowledge in a becoming manner affect rhine - 
Heart, and influence and govern thy Life and Lan- 
guage, thy Words and Actions. Acknowledge _ | 
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Own him for thy Maker, the free Cauſe of thy Be- 
ing, who formd thy Body “ out of the Duſt of the 
Ground, and breath'd into- this Frame the Breath of 
Life, and gave it as a fir Habitation ro thine Immor- ' 
tal Mind, his more + immediate Off-ſpring, and bear- 
ing on it more lively Impreſſions of his Likeneſs. And 
vyhilſt thou makeſt this Acknowledgment, confeſs thy 
Neceſſary and Perpetual Dependance on him, for the 
Supply of all thy Wants, and the Continuance of thy 
Being, Life and Powers. Confeſs thine own Condition 
to be ever Indigent, and that + thine Expectations are 
all from him. Confeſs, that he hath a much more 
| Full and Abſolute Intereſt in thee, than thou haſt in 
thy ſelf. That thou art indeed entirely his Property 
and Poſſeſſion. And hereupon yield thy ſelf wholly 
up to his Pleaſure, that he may do with thee, that he 
may do to thee ** what ſeemeth Good: in his Sight. 
Confeſs, that as He made thee Rational, and capable 
of Government by Laws, declaring Dury, and pro- 
poſing Moti ves to perform it, ſo He is thy Rzghtful, 
and indeed Abſolute Sovereign, who juſtly demands thy 
Subjection to his Authority, thy ff Obedience to his 
Laws, and thy Ready and Chearful Performance 
of all that Duty, which out of the Fulneſs of his 
Power he binds upon thee, however Difficult in ir 
ſelf or Hazardous ro thee, and that it will be mere 4+ 
Grace to reward thee when this is done, or make any 
Promiſes before-hand ro encourage thee to do th 
Duty. And hereupon be thankful for the many ri 
Promiſes of this kind which he hath made, reſign th 
ſelf to his Command, and ler ir be the great Bufineſs 
of thy Life, to ſearch into his Will, and render ex- 
act Obedience to it. Bur this is not all the Religion 
of a Fallen and a Sinful Creature, and what % Man 
on Earth is free from Sin? | 
WHO can upon ful! Conviction make the fore- 
mentioned Acknowledgments without this humbling 
Reflection, LORD, how much have I fail d of acting up 


Gen. ii. 7. 7 Heb. xii. 9. + Pſal. Ixii. 5, 6. ** 
x Sam. iii. 18. ff 1 Sam. xv. 22, 23. 4 Luke xvii. 
6 er. 22 9. a 
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e Ong T am under ! May I not ſay to many u 
55 in this Affenſbly, Art thou not, Man, a ſtubborn m- 
her againſt GOD Haft 'thou not turn d Away thine 
Eyes from cottemplating his Beauties; and de H 
thine Het, winte thy Thoughts have been cha. 
e Hatrering Galery of fenfible Things; and the fading 
Wries of this World have been allowed to rival thy 
D, and poſſeſs thine Heart 2 Hath not the Fruition 
of 00 been 4 meer ip Neri to thee, à Pfeuſurk 
re could'ft never Reliſh, Whilſt” thy Thirſt for Carnal 

r hath been raging, and thou haſt ſo inmers d 
y Telf in fenſual Pleafores, as if thou, wert A1 Body, ot 
leaſt thy Mind was made to inhabit Fleſh, that the no 
bler Powers of Reaſon might enable rhee to taſte the 
Pleaſures of Senſe with the greater Guſt, Art might ſups 
y the Defects of Nature, and Intelligence afſiſt thee 
be the more genuine Brute, and outdo thoſe Who Want 
t, in their proper Satisfactio ns. 
Has thou not affected to live f thy ſelf; and diſo /d 
Pependanice on thy Maker? Of, which is much the 
me, forgotten that Dependance, whilſt thow-haſt' negs 
lected to beſpeak his Favour arid gratious Sipplics'1 
faily Addreſſes and Supplicatiohs, or to pay''thy Ker 
kbowledgmients in like daily PFaifes and Thankfyivitigs © 
aft thou nor acted as if thou didſt wholly belong to thy 
If as if thy ſpiritual Powers, thy bodily Senſes and Mem- 
bers, thy Time and thine Eſtate were all thine dw, and 
ho Superiour could controul thy Will, claim any Proper- 
ty in thee, demand any Service from thee, or call thee 
to an account ꝰ Haſt thou not been 4 Rebel againſt GOD 3 
Haſt thou not withdrawn thy ſelf from his Command, 
tenounced his Authority over thee, and preſuthptuonſly | 
violated many of his moſt juſt and holy Laws, even all 
thou couldeſt nor reconcile with thy beloved Intereſts and 
Pleaſures ? And is not this Rebellion (till perũſted ins 
AND can't thou think the rid Sovereign regard- 
leſs altogether of fuch Injury and Provocarion; and with- 
our Concern to vindicate his Honour, and avenge ſuch 
Violation of his holy Laws? Art thou diſaffected ro the 
beſt of. Beings, without Fear of the Almighty, and a ſtub- 
born Rebel againſt rhe moſt abſolure, and yer moſt gra- 


S 


. Cious of all Sovereigns? And * he be all Gent leneſs and 
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Love 2 Muſt he-forbear/and. forgive, and never animac 


Diſpleaſure for, all thine Peovocarians ? Muſt 
fond Piry for a. provoking Creature, ea otic him to 
diveſt biinſelf of Majeſty. and Empire, and throw * the 
Government of the World 2, Or rather, Dath he 85 


vert on thy Con N and. 12 nor ſignify the lea 
r 


to be angry ? Is it not every way becagpiog Fy 
on his bigh Authority, and puniſh Trent 
Contempt of his Power, ang, bold Inſults on Tiny: 
ered. Majeſty 2 And can ſt thou get without the rea- 
his Arnf, or if not, can'ſt thou ron 5 5 Weight of 
Cauſt thou endure the Vengeance of Omnip prene a 
contend with Him that form'd the World with one Al- 
mighty Word ?. The Imagination of. this were even'a 
grower Inſolence, than all thy former Carriage. | 
18 it not then thy greateſt Concern, 1s there not rhe 
moſt urgent Neceſſity upon thee ro enquire if het there be 
a Door of Hope open ? If tis poiſible for GOD and thee 
to be reconcit'd ? If infinite Wiſdom hath contriv'd any 
Method how, and infinite Grace hath made this Merh 
publick among Men ? Should 'ſt thou not with utm 
Gratitude believe and adore, and with the greateſt Rea: 
dineſs and Pleaſure comply with it? If rhe Senf GOD is 
become the Saviour of Men, by Birth and B. od allied to 
to us, * Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone ef our Bone ; if he be 
made Þ a Sacrifice for us, that through his + precious Blood 
we may. obtain Remiſſion of eur Sins, and through the * In- 
fluences of his Spirit, our ſtubborn and rebellious Hearts 
may be ſoften d and humbled for our Sins, may be bent 
to the Pleaſure and Command of GOD for the future, 
we may return to our Allegiance, and be again taken in- 
to Favcur with Him? I ſay, if it be thus, ſhould'ſt thou 
nor approve and applaud this Method of Reconciliation ? 
Shouſd'ſt thou nor readily embrace his Offers of Peace? 
Should'ſt not with pleaſing Surprize throw thy ſelf into 
thy Redeemer's Arms, feel the Conſtraints of his dying 
Love, yield thy ſelf up to the Influences of his Spirit, 
abhor and renounce all thy Sins, and give thy ſelf up to 
GOD by Him 2 Would not any Man in his Senſes be 


* Epheſ. v. 30. , Heb. ix. 26. Epb. v. 2. + Bob. N 
** Rom. Vii. 2. 


glad 
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glad of Reconcłliation to GOD on any Terms, and much 
more on Terms fo reaſonable a theſe, and ſo full of 
Grace and Condeſcenfion > on PR nt 
IF therefore chou haſt hitherro continued an hardned 
and refolved Rebel againſt GOD, now let thy proud 
Heart ſfvop, let thy hard Heart melt and yield. Fear the 
LORD ſo as to flee his juſt, but unſupportable Venge- 
ance, ſo as to be frighred at all theſe Sins which 
have waken'd his Wrath, ſo as to be deeply hum- 
bled for them, ſo as ro conceive mortal Enmity 
againſt them, and renounce and abandon them for ever. 
Fear Him, fo as to fly to the open Arms of a bleeding 
FESUS, who bids the“ Weary and heavy Laden come to 
him and find Reſt for their Souls.” Who gives thee Aſſu- 
rance f thoſe who come to him ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 
+ Who came into the World to ſeek and ſave that which wa 
loft. * Who i exalted as a Prince as well as Saviour, to 
give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins; and is tt able to 
ſave them to the uttermoſt, who come to GOD by Him. And 
hath tender Compaſſion equal ro his Power, and is wil- 
ling to ſave, as He is able. For all thy Miſeries ſure Re- 
lief may be had from Him. Ts thy Guilt what oppreſſes 
thy Mind? He ſhed his Blood ro make ++ Attonement, 
and purchaſe * Remiſſion of Sms. Art thou burthen'd 
with the Filth and Deflement of thy Soul, that thereby 
thou art rendered unfit to be beloy'd of GOD; admir- 
ted into his Preſence, or favoured with any Intercourſe 
or Communion with him? He is intruſted with-the Di- 
ſpenſation of the Spirit of Holineſs, ro purge off chisIm- 
purity, to ſer thee +1 free from the Dominicn of Sin, and 
reſtore thee to the Likeneſs and Love of GOD, and is 
now at his Right Hand to plead thy Cauſe, and give hee 
free + Acceſs to his Throne of Grace. To Him therefore 
berake thy ſelf with deepeſt Remorſe for all thy former 
Sins, and with an Act of bold, but humble Faith, throw 
thy ſelf upon the Mercies of GOD in Him. And truſt- 
ing to the Prevalency of his Mediation, and the Power 
of his Grace, yield thy ſelf up to Him, and to his Com- 
mand and Conduct, and by Him make over thy ſelf un- 


* Mal. xi. 28. T Jobn vi. 37. + Luke xix 10. ** . 
v. 31. TT: Heb; vii. 25. ++ Rom. v. 11. % Rom, iii. 
25. J. Rom. vi. 14. + Eph. ii. 18. Heb. iv. 16. a 
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to GOD, Conſeſs to Him, thy. former many and hei- 
nous Sins with all their Aggravations, deplore them, pra- 
teſt againſt them, abjure them every one, and, ws... thi 
whole Heart, devote thy ſelf ro his Service; renounce a 
the Vanities of the World, trample every. Idol under 
Foot, and ler GOD again be inthron d in thine Heart. 
IF all this, hath been already done, let the Beauty and 
Excellency of the Divine Nature, and the Wonders of 
Divine Grace, engage thine utmoſt Eſteem and enflame 
thee with the Love of GOD, Accuſtom thy Mind “ 10 
contemplate his Glories, as they are reflected from the Face 
of thy Redeemer, till thou feeleſt their transforming 
Power, and thine own Mind is changed into the ſame glori- 
aus Image. Let the Majeſty of his Perſon, the Magniſi- 
cence of his State, and the Tranſcendency of his Com- 
mand, impreſs rhine Heart with laſting Wonder, Awe, 
and Adoration, and bend thy Soul into willing Submiſ- 
ſion to his Authority, and form it to ſuch a Liking of his 
Laus, that it may be a Pleaſure to thee, to be obliged 
to act according to his Direction, and to make it thy 
Endeavour in every Diſpoſition and Thought of thy 
Mind, and Action of thy Life, to pleaſe thy GOD. 

NO more be proud of thine own Seif-tufficiency, nor 
affect f to live as without GOD in the Y/orid. But own. 
thy {elf Dependant upon Him. A Dependant even for thy 
+. Daily Bread. The periſhing Food of thy mortal Body, 
and much more for the ſpiritual Food of thine immor- 
ral Spirit. Speak this Dependance in the humble Voice of 
Prayer, and the joyful Voice of Thankſgiving. And ler 
it be thy beſt Pleaſure every Day in ſuch Acts of Wor- 
ſhip to forget the World, claim Kindred. with Angels, 
converſe with GOD, and aſpire after the * Pleaſures at 
his Right Hand. rr 

NO longer think thy ſelf thine own, but His: No 
more profane thy ſelf f by living alienated from the Life 
of GOD, but make thy ſelf, an ++ Offering to Him, and 
conſecrate the Members of thy Bedy, the Powers of thy 
Soul, thy Time, thy Strength, thy Mealth and outward E- 
ſtate, by devoting all to his Pleaſure and Service. Nor 
once efteem ir any Encroachment on thee, or Injury ro 

* 2 Cor. iii. 18. iv. 6. T Eph. ii. 12. 4 Matt, vi. 11, 


F* P/al, x11. 11. ff Eph. iv. 28. 4 Rom. xii. 1. 
Ce thee, 


REL 1G 0X; and. L. O WATT. T3, 
„to be obliged to nſe thine All in the Service of this 
t ir? for by Cl. 

EMBER chat his Eye is "contionally, ken the 
that he is a | Witneſs. to every Thought. and P urpoſe: of 
thy Heart, every Mord of thy Mouth, and Ahlen thy, 

ife. However thou may'ft hide. thy, (elf from the 

orld, chere is ns going from his 5 . R by Fr 
Thought dwell upon, thy r 2 — 
vigilant and ſerious, ye 4 onde 
cnc conſiſtent; with thy Fe, eſſion and Word 24 
conform ro thoſe Rules he hath ſer thee. Under his. 
Bye work, like a Chriſtian, war like a N 5 and. 
when called to ſuch a Trial, ſuffer like a Chriſtian 1005 
nor think it hard ro with any thing for bg Jaks, 19. 
Sh thou art a Debror for every Thing, and who 
promiſed ro-make ample Recom mpence-in a future Life,. 
or all the preſen* Loſſes and Sufferings of his. faithful 
Servants. 

TO that Life of 4 let thy. Soul be ſtill, a- 
ſpiring. Often lock b 7 Faith ** within the Veil. Fre- 
quently refreſh thy ſelf with believing, Contemplations 
of the Celeſtial State; from thy — of heavenly Per- 
Ction hereafter, fetch in Courage now in Times of 
ger, Conſolation in Seaſons of Trouble. and gy ag 
and mighty Motives to Diligence and Wa aa eats : 
through every Stage of Life; in ſuch a Co e proceed 
from Strength to Strength.; grow more Religious, every 
Day. ; more apt, for every good Word, and, Work ; more. 
+ meet for the Inheritance. of the Saints in Ligbe; more 
ready for Death, and more willing to die; that lo when. 
Life ſnall be run out, thou may.ſt remove to that happy 
World, where Religion will be in Perfection, where 
GOD. is ſerved. by ag, innumerable Company of pure; 
Spirits, with the utmoſt Devotion and Reverence, and 
where ++ perfect Love, will for ever exclude what is pain- 
ful and — in Fear. All this is certainly implied in the 
Precept of our Text, Fear. *. the LORD. Ta 
proceed, 1 


1 Cor. X, 31, T Pfal, cxxxix. 25 3» 4+, 4 2 Tim, ii. 
11, 13, 1 Cor. xv. 58, ** Heb, vi, 19. 1 Col. 1. 12, 


r Jobn iv. 18; 


Secondly, 


C | 
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Secondly, T O conſider the Import of the other Pre- 
cept, Fear thou the King. And here you need not be 
told, I think, that though the ſame Mord be us d to ſig- 
nify Duty to GOD and the King, yet it cannot in both 
Caſes bear the ſame ſignification. GOD is the only 
proper Object of Religions Fear. This is Homage ap- 
proprĩated and reſer vd, what cannot be render d to any 
other Being, without attrĩbuting to it the Excellencies, Au. 
thority, and Prerogativer of GOD, or, in other Words, 
without Deifying it. To ſuppoſe ſuch a Fear due to any 
King, were to ſuppoſe him GOD. The Fear due to a 
King is not of a Religious, but a Civil Nature, owing 
upon account of the Rank he holds, and the Office he 
bears among Men by Divine Appointment. Which ſup- 
poſes him ſubordinate to GOD in his Perſon and Powers, 
and therefore-to have no right ro ſuch Fear, as is due 
to Him. 

NOR can the ſame degree of Fear, even in a Civil 
Senſe, be due to all Kings, for that all Kings have not 
the ſame Meaſure of Power, nor equal Capacities to 
manage their Office. Not to obſerve, that tho Solomon 
ſpeaks of Duty owing to a King in the proper Senſe, yet 
may the Expreſſion be underſtood to comprehend alſo, 
whart is owing to Magiſtrates, Subordinate as well as Su- 
pream, and that in all kinds of Government, whether 
Regal or Republican. Such different Conſtitutions may 
certainly be in ſeveral Nations, wirhour violating any 
Law of GOD, Natural or Poſitive. And in every Com- 
munity a Civil Fear muſt be due, according to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of it, to thoſe that bear Rule there. 

BUT among Kings properly ſo called, all have not 
the ſame Extent of Power, and therefore the ſame de- 
gree of Fear can't be due ro all. Some being Abſolute, 
and reſtrain'd by no Laws from doing what they lift : 
Which is, and hath been the more general Manner of 
the Eaſtern Nations, among whom there is really no 
Diſtinction between Suljection and Slavery. Others may 
have the chief Power of executing Laws already made, 
when tis not in their Power to abrogate or alter Old 
Laws, or eſtabliſh New ones, as was the more common 
Manner of the Eurepean Nations heretofore, 2 

| & 
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the more Northern ones, tho chere are hardly e 


baer; Iſland of Br; 80 ſuppoſe chat the ſame 


u 


abo- 


: £84 
LEES 


II is howeyer the peculiar Felicity of che Brie 


by: them preſcrib d, as well as Subjects are obliged 10 
yield Legal Allegiance ro their Prince. We have the 
ſame right to our Liberties and Poſſeſſi ns, as the Save- 
raign hath ro his. Power and Royal Prerogatives, and 
hold them by the ſame Legal Tenure. To ſuppoſe there- 
fore that we are bound to yield the ſame Fear ro him, 
as if he were the Grand Seignior, or the Great Mogul, wers 
to renounce all our Privileges, and throw down the 
Fences of our Conſtitution. Bur it is now. an Addi- 
tion to our Happineſs, that we have a Prince on the 
Throne, thar pays a Sacred Regard to our Laws, and 
values Men the more for their Hearty, and Regular Zeal 
for their Holy Religion, and the Liberties of their 
Country. 3 Fat 

A different degree of Fear may alſo be due to Kings, 
according to their different Capacities and Qualificati- 
ons for the Exerciſe of their Power, For the Duty im- 
ly'd in this Term is nor owing to the Office, but the 
Perſon in it. The Office by ir ſelf, without taking in 


* Vid. Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, L. 1. Sect. 10. 
| „lig. L 6 


g 
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the CR of rhe Perfon, being . el but 
un Abſtracked Norion. Now to ſuppoſe the ſame mth. 
fire of Reſpect and Honour (which is a Brauch of | this 
Fear) is due do the” Peffon in e, however he ma. 
nagts, were ro take away all Diſtiaction between Gd 
and Evil, and blend all Characters, be they never 4 
in matchd and inconfiſtent. Upon thefe Terms 
owe as much Honour and Reſpect ro a Tyrant who en- 
Naves' and deftroys his People, as to a Prince ny 


truly the Father + bis People, and values Power for thi 


Reaſon, principally, that it puts itn io à Capacixy to 
do good. To croſs the great Purpoſes of Goverhz 
ment, would then be as much a Matter of Merit às ro 
carry them on. Which is an Abſürdity, I think, to 
roſs to be ſwallow d. b er 
BU it is nor my Bufineſs, were 1 capable, to meas 
fire our the vatious Powers of Kings, br ftare the dif- 
ferent degrees of a Civil Fear due to them upon — 
account: *Tis more our Concern to know Civil Fegr 
may, by the Rules of Chriſtianity and bur Conſtitution, 
be due from Britons. to their Soveraign, and bound ups 
their Conſcientes by Divine Aurtibetty. The followin 
8 a are, . think, Pome ju 4a om 
, Firſt, A Retoppition of his Right to gbvern, and his Jr 
Claim to our Sabheckton and leh muſt be lid a 
the Foundation. Not that we muſt become a Nation 
Fre or Philgſopbers, and be able to enter into che 
Debates about the Origin of Civil Polities and Powers; 
of to adjuſt and determine Titles and Claims by the 
Laws of Nature and Nations, or the Peculiar Statutes 
of our own Country. Bur, as none can reaſonably ex- 
ect Protection from ary Gbverument, who will not give 
decurit, to live Peaceably, Orderly, and like a good 
Subject under the Adttriniſttarion of It; more eſpecially 
where his Prince ſwears to Obſerve the Laws of his 
Country, and rule according ro Them; fo in the very 
giving this Security, a Publick Recognition is made of 
the Prince's Authority. So far therefore as the Grounds 
of his Claims are to be exatnin'd, befote 4 Man can Ho- 
neſtly wake this acknowledemettt, ſo far muſt he be 
farisfy'd of the Prince's Right ro govern, before he can 


give che Security of an Oath for his Allegiance. © Bur 
| far- 


| 
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facther Determination of the Point is nor neceſſary. Only 
I muſt add, that ir can be no leſs than down. fight Per- 
jury, ro ſwear that one Prince is the only RNB and 

wful King, when ar the ſame time a Mah js perſuad- 
ed in his 'own Mind that another hath! a Right prefer- 
able to his. And to make it an Excuſe, afterward, that 
he was forced. to do what he did, is adding Hing rs 
Perjury, and excuſing one Sin with another. For no Man 
can be forc'd ro do Evil, or to ſpeak that with his 
Tongue which he doth not believe in his Heart. Indeed 
if a Man refuſe ir may be to his Loſs, ir may expoſe 
him to Sufferings. Bur ir is a very odd Speech in che 
Mouth of a Chriftian, I am reſolvd to Sin rather than 
Suffer. I will rake the Oath, tho it ſhall be no tie upon 
Conſcience, for 1 am reſfolv'd ro break it, nay, I am 
bound in Conſcience to break it, as ſoon as an Opportunity 
offers. If Men may at this rate ſwear and then abjure 
and 'renounce whar they have ſworn, all mutual Truſt 
and Security among Men is at an End, and all Societies 
and Bodies Politic muſt ar once disband. Thoſe there- 
fore chat diſclaim the Right and Title of a Prince in 
their Hearts, can never avouch ir with their Mouths, 
without being guilty of great Impiety towards GOD, not 
afrerwards ſs rhemſelves under no Obligations b 
what they have ſworn, without being Traitors to the 


= 


Common Intereſt of Mankind. 

LET me however, under this Head, have the 2 
ro ſay, that no Prince had ever a more indiſputable Tit 
to a Crown than our Preſent Sovereign King GEORGE, 
For all imaginable Methods of Lawfully poſſeſſing the 
Throne, muſt be reduc'd ro theſe three, ( viz. Conqueſt, 
wer of the People, or the Appointment of God him- 
ſelf. Once we know the Supream Ruler did in this 
manner interpoſe, and make Kings for his own People, 
ſignifying his Pleaſure by « Prophet, and purting the! 
into by the Solemn Unctian of ſuch an extraor, 


nary Miniſter. But I know of no Monarch how upoi 


Earth, who pretends ro hold his Crown by any ſuch 
Grant from GOD made to him in his own Perſon, nor 
convey'd ro him by virtue of a Divine Entail from atly 
Predeceſſor, put thus ar firſt into Poſſeſſion. As to the 
Patriarchal Scheme, eſpous d by 2 among us with ſd 

| much 
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much Fondneſs, and maintain d with ſo much Confidence 


of late, tis perfectly Viſionary, and little leſs fanatical 
than the Reveries of Oliver's Porter. I mean, Fae, m4 
to reign with Power Unlimited and Uncontrol'd, de- 
riv'd. by Lineal Succeſſion from Noab and the N 
Male Branch of his Family, or (failing ſuch Iſſue of his 
from each of the 70 Independent Monarchs, under 
whom the Nations were canton'd at the Confuſion 4 
Tongues. It no where appears that Noah ever had ſu 
unlimited Regal Power, or that ever it was thus enrail'd. 
And if ir had been, -the Entail is long fince cur off, and 
no Prince now upon Earth can, on this Title, claim the 
Allegiance of any one Subject: Since without the moſt 
inconteſtable Evidence of this his Lineal Deſcent (which 
is neceſſary by this Scheme to juſtify his Claim) rhe 
Subject may as rightfully challenge the Soveraign Power 
as himſelf, and as rightfully ſeize ir roo, if he be able. So 
that this fine Scheme, the favourite Invention ar firſt of 
a * fawning Engliſh Courtier, to ſettle the Claims of Ab- 
ſolute Kings, is of all Politick nick-nacks the moſt fitted 
to embroil Nations, to entail perpetual Wars on Neigh- 
bouring Princes, and keep up a conſtant Spirit of Sediti- 
on in every Kingdom f. | | 
AS to Poſſeſſion acquir'd by Conqueſt, (tho it hath been 
the more common Method of eſtaliſhing Empire among 
Men) it can, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be no berrer than the 
Right of a Robber, A Poſſeſſion ſeiz d by Violence, and 
kept by mere Dint of Power, any farther than the ex- 
torted Conſent of a People may be thought to Legitimate 
the Exerciſe of that Power, which at firſt was unjuſtly 


'. aſum'd. 


THE free Conſent of the People ſeems therefore, in 
the ordinary State of Human Affairs, to give a Prince 
the Rightful Poſſeſſion of a Throne, whether his Au- 
thority be properly deriv'd from them, as the Fountain 
of it, or from GOD by the Mediation of this Conſent ; 
who, as I think, is to be own'd for the Alone Original 


* Sir Robert Filmer. f See this Syſtem of, Politicks 
more largely expos'd and refuted, in Mr, Lock's Reply #0 
Sir Robert Filmer, aud Dr. Hoadlcy's Examination of this 
Patriarchal Scheme. 2 3 
and 
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22 " 4 4 21 7 „ War this * 
laid — 8 * 8 7» . 7 12 10 — 


DID ever 2 Prince poſſeſs a 22 more 
aſt” and Legal Method, than oy preſent Soverdipr?" Di 

nor his Tw] eine Piedocolbg (according to che 
conftant Uſage of the Kingdom in all Diſputable'Caſes) 


declare in Parſiament his Right of Succeſſtou, as the 


Neareſt Proreftinr Branch of the Rejal Family 2. Was nor 
1 Poffefſion on the Demiſe of the Laſt; {ar 
him by the Wired Voice of alf his Subjects a Hath not 
his Title been ſince recogniz d by rhe States of che King- 
dom in a Pe Afembly, nay in ſuch an Aﬀembly where. 
in the Party, who now ſeem moſt angry with him, ani 
moſt uneaſy under his Government, had che (prevailing 
Intereſt? Have not rhe Princes and Priei all che 
Primores Populi, and great Multitudes of his meaner 
Subjects, ® voluntarily (worn Allegiance to him, and re- 
nounc d every Competitor with him for the Ccoπꝗnꝰ 
AND Hhath not that wonderful Providenée chat ſo 
——— pm im on the Throtte, aid hirkerro hach 
ſi 4 him in it, ſeem'd to ratify rhe Nane: AA, 
and ſhewn that he hath the Conſear of GON ro” reiga, 
as well as chat of the People 3 oe On 
OR if che Argument drawn from Succeſs be not 
Concluſive, (as by it ſelf in many Cafes I confeſs it is 
not) yet hath there not been a Plain Signification of the 
Will of GOD ta this purpoſe, even Antecedenely to his 
Poſfefſion of the Throne, or eben the Eſtabſiſtimenr uf 


his Succeſſon? There certainly hath been, it it be ahbe 


Will of GOD chat his Holy. Religion ſhould e min- 
tain d among us, or we ſhould remain a Nation of Free- 
men. For under no nearer Branch of the Ropal Fa- 
mily could we have any Security for our Rights or Ne- 
Iigion. It was therefore che Will of GOD chat 2515 
1 over ut, unleſs we can imagine it to be 
his Will that a Free People hould be enſlav d, atid a N. 
tion of Proteſtantt turn all Tdolaters, or give themſelves 
up to the Mercy of the maſt cruel Perſecutors; Out of re- 
gard to imaginary Claims of Birth-right,” never et de- 
clar d Sacred and Divine by any poſitive Conſtitution of 


of Vid. Abjurat. Oath. * a ? 
C 2 GOD, 


2 RELIIOIOR 4nd LovyarTy: 
800. gor conſtantly own d as ſuch, by the Practice of 
Princes or Nations, from the Vite Reign of Ning 
Noe down to our Times The Title of gur Preſent 
Seyeraign may therefore be very honeſtly iz'd by 
every Briton, and Hearty Proteſtant within his Do- 
minlons, and all Security given for our Allegiance, 

which hy gur Laws 8 BZut to | 

PE 0 


Secondly, RESPECT for. his Perſon, and . Reverence for 
his Authority, are imply'd in the Fear owing 20 our King. 
In his preſent Poſt he 15.008 of the Principal & Miniſters 


* 


of GOD. A Deputy and Vice-gerent of the King of 
Heaven. He muſt there fore be f thought of and fpoken 
of wirk Reſpect. An Awe of him muſt be impreſs d 
on the Mind, to conciliate a due Regard to his Com- 
mands, and keep us within the Bounds of our Duty. 
I bere the Word of a Ning is there is Power. We m 


2 entice 9 nn YI. 

Thirdly, RENDER Obedience 10 bis Lawful Com- 
wands, Thoſe, I mean, that are given with Competent 
Authority, as well as Lawful for the Matter of them. 
For ſuch Commands of any Earthly Power as manifeſtly 
claſh. with the known Laws of GOD, want ſuch Authoy 
riry, and in ſuch a Caſe we muſt act according to the 
Determination of the Apoſtle ** Peter, It is better to obey 
GOD: than, Men. Laws may alſo be made by Men, 
Which invade the Prerogative of GOD, and meddle 
with things reſerv'd and peculiar, In which Caſe they 
muſt want Competent Authority, As if Earthly Kings 
mould make Articles of Faith, or Rites of Worſhip, and 
bind them by Laws upon their Subjects; this, as I con- 
ceive, would be to act without Warrant and Commiſ- 
ſion; and what is thus Unwarrantably Commanded, can 
neyer bring Conſcience under Obligations to Obedience, 
tho the Command, as to the Marrer of it, might not be 
flatly Sinful. The like may be ſaid, whereby the ſettled 
Conſtitution of any State, the Regal Power is in its Ex- 
erciſe tied up to Laws, which in it ſelf can't abrogate 
or alter, and to which it can add no New ones. Here 


a Subject can't be bound in Conſcience to yield Obedi- 


* Rom, xili, 4+ 7 Eccleſ. x. 20. Exod. xxii. 28, 
f Ecclefe viii, 4. 44. v. 22. ad "4x "4 


b 


_ ence 


| 
| 
p 
ö 
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dnee to rhoſe Ry Commands that Contradict the Laws = 
of this Country, or thar are given without Legal Autho- 
iy; Much leſs is he oblig d to yield Obedience to ſuch 
Commands of his: Prince, as manifeſtly tend. to the De- 
3 Ae ee made 
with petent Aurhoriry, and Commands are given 
Conſonant to thoſe Laws, Obedience to the Prince is 
due 7 104 only for Wrath, but for. Conſcience ſake, And 
in Caſe we tranſgreſs ſuch Laws, we muſt patiently ſub- 
mit to the Puniſh due ro our Crimes. To reſiſt, in 
ſuch a Caſe, would be to I refiſt GOD'S Ordinance, that 
very Ordinance by which Rulers; are inted Mini- 
ſters of GOD for the Good of them that do Well, and Re- 
vengers to execute Wrath pn them that do Evil. Which is 
certainly the Scope and Force of the Apoſtle's reaſoni 

in chat f celebrated Scripture Paſſage, which has fo 
often been preſs d to the Service of Unlimited Nn 

Reſiſtance, and made to bind Slavery upon us, under Pe- 


_ nalty. of Eternal Damnation. We muſt alſo, 


15 FR 8 — — 1b 1 to 2 
Expences of the Kingdom, that the ignity may 

1upporred, the Neceſſities of the Conn anſwer d, 
the Publick Peace may be ſecur d, and the Publick Wel- 


fare and Intereſt promoted. Here the Apoſtle s Rule 


muſt take place, + Render to all their Dues. Tribute to 
whom Tribute is due; Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom 
Fear, Honour to whom Honour. And very good Reaſon 
doth he aſſign for this Rule, “ Becauſe they attend on 
this very thing; Or it is their Buſineſs to take Care of the 
Publick Adminiſtration. Cuſtoms and Taxes therefore 
ſettled by Lawful Authority, are to be look d upon as 
the Soveraign's Property for Publick Uſes, as much as any 

an's Private Eſtate is to be deem d his, for his on 
Private Uſe, | | | | 

Laſtly, WE ſhould be Jealous for the Service and Inte- 
tereſt of our King; more eſpecially when he endeavours 
to purſue the True Ends of Power, and to be the Mi- 
niſter of GOD for Good to w. We ſhould do ſuch a 
Prince all the Service we are able, ſhould procure him 


* Rom. Xiu. 5. f 2, 3, 4. 4 Rom. xii. 7, 8. ** Rom. 


Flli, 6. 
Love 
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Love and Reſpect from our Fellow. Subjects, ſhould 
chearfully fupport his Legal Authority and Prerogatives, 
ſhould endeavour to detect tracies form d againſt 
him, and defer the Deſigns of ill Men, who would em. 
barraſs his Afſaits or diſturb the Peace of his Reigt 
and finally, Þf ſhould with warm Prayers recommend him 
to the Favour, and Conduct of the Great GOD. AN 
this is but promoting the true Intereſt of our Country, 
and paying due Refpet to one, whom GOD Hondurs 
by calling to a Statien of the pronto Dignity, and moſt 
 Emportant Truft among Men. ES 
ND this Duty is undoubtedly owing from every Brie 
riſh Subject to his Righrfu/, that is to ſay, to his preſezc 
Soveraign King GEORGE. I proceed now, 


UI. Thirdly, TO obſerve one or to Things upon the 
Order in which theſe two Commands are propos d; 


Vs, ee b, AI 
Firſt, IT is our firſt and higheſt Duty to fear GOD; 
Yor this Reaſon is this Precept fitly given in the firſt 
Place; He hach the firſt Right to our Fear, His is or- 

inal and independent, his is abſoute and unlimited Au- 
— indeed over all Mankind; they being the 
Workmanfhip of his Hands; Princes and Peaſants are 
in this Reſpect upon a Level; * He the Maker of them - 
#11, And this is true with reſpect to their different 
Ranks and Conditions, as well as their naked Being. 
+ By Him Kings Reign. + The Powers thut be, are or- 
dzin'd F GOD. His is therefore a Claim of Obedience 
From us Subjects, prior and ſuperior to theirs. To Him 
we and they are equally ſubject. This therefore ſhould 
be our firſt and chief Concern, to be Religious towards 
GOD. And for a Man to make mighty and clamorous 
Prerences of Loyalty to his Prince, who by the Wicked. 
neſs of his Life ſhows the laſt Contempr of GOD and 
his Authority, is either flagrant Hypocriſy or flat Idolarry. 
Either his Heart gives the Lie to his noiſy Preten- 
fions, or elſe he openly proteſts by his Behaviour, that a 
Man whoſe Breath u in by Neſtrils, is more to be fear d 


IT 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. Prov. xxii. 2. Prov. viii. 15. 
$ Rom. X11, 1. =_ 
and 
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and bhonour d than the Living 60D. Which is not only 
cloathing a Creature With Divine Attributes, but ma- 
king Man ſuperior to his Maker, which if poſſible is 
ſome what beyond Idelatry. 2 8 303% 

MY Son fear thou the LORD and tbe. King then, is as 
much as to ſay, Let it be thy main Concern to be trulx 
Religious; that thou be reconciled to GOD in Chbri#t ; 
that thou doſt heartily and without reſerve ſubmit thy 
ſelf to his Pleaſure, devote thy ſelf to his Service, and 
employ thy ſelf in it; that thou doſt live in Obedience 
to bis Laws ; that thou doft walk * in bs Fear all the 
Day long; that thou may ſt never wilfully provoke him, 
but endeavour in every thing to pleaſe him, by jt taling 
heed to thy Ways according to his Ward. Look on this as the 
great Purpoſe of thy Being; make ir the great Buſineſs 
of thy Life; and let no Difficulties attending the Per- 
formance of thy Duty, no Diſcouragements from abroad 
deter thee from ir, or warp thee from thy Fidelity to 
the World's Sovereign; at all Hazards make ſure of his 
Favour ; upon no Conſideration venture ro diſpleaſe 
him 3 let no Offers the World can make, bribe thee ro 
renounce his Friendſbip; no fear of Men, the mightieft 
Sons of Men, 7 thee to offend Him; proyoke all 
the Powers of the World, rather than kindle his Wrath, 
* who w terrible to the Kings of the Earth, F who can caft 
the Body and Soul into Hell, when they can do no more than 
kill the Body. But is this the Method, may ſome ſay, 
wherein to preſs Loyalty to Princes > Yes, undoubt- 
edly, as will more fully appear from our next Obſerva- 
tion. | 
Secondly, CIVIL fear of earthly King), 1 beſt founded on - 
the Fear of GOD, or on true Practical Religion. Fear 
thou the LORD and the Ning, is as much as to ſay, Fear 
the LORD that thou mayeſt fear the King. Be ſincere- 
ly. Religious, that thou may ſt be truly Lal. For he 
who fears GOD, will have reſpect to all his Inſtitn- 
tions, will have the moſt fincere Good-will, and the 
moſt warm Concern for the Good of Mankind, more e- 
ſpecially of that diſtinct Community to — he bes 


** Prov. xxxiii. 17. Tf Pſal. cxit.g. * Pſal. Ixxvi. 
12. 1 Luke xii. 4, 5. | : 
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longs; for the attaining which End was icy ori- 
inally inſtituted. He will therefore be a duriful and 
Rirbful Subject not only for Wrath but for Conſcience ſake. 
Nor only to avoid humane Puniſhment, or ro obtain 
worldly Ade and Preferment, bur our of Obedi- 
ence to the Will of GOD. And whilſt the Tye of Re- 
ligion holds him to his Duty, no Intereſts of his own, no 
worldly Conſiderations whatever will buy him off from 
the Intereſt of his Prince, no Dangers nor Sufferings derer 
him from his Fidelity. But he who hath no Fear of GOD 
before by Eyes, can only be tied to the Intereſt of his 
Prince and Country, by Regard to his own, And even 
Oaths conceiv'd in the moſt plain and ſtrong Terms are 
no Bond upon bu Soul, or at leaſt ſo weak a one, thar 
when Intereſt or Anger ſhall urge, he can eaſily tear a- 
ſunder. Alas! that our Times ſhould afford fo many 
ſad Proofs of this. No Arguments fetched from another 
World can have any Influence on that Man's Political 
Conduct, who in his 7 Behaviour manifeſtly con- 
temns them. And if theſe Arguments are wholly loſt 
upon him, all his Motions to Loyalty muſt be taken 
from preſent Things, which can be nothing bur Intere#, 
or a little vain Regard to his Honour and Fame among 
Men, which in many Inſtances will be made to give 
way to the mightier Temptations of Ambition and Ad- 
vantage. ; OY 
II is therefore the vaineſt thing imaginable, for 4 
a Prince to expect Loyalty, from one who hath * caſt the 
Fear of GOD behind bis Back, and bids him Defiance by 
open Rebellion againſt his Government and contempr 
of his Authority. But he who fears GOD will at the 
fame time f regard the Oath of GOD. And though he will 
not by any Conſideration, or out of Regard to any 
Mortal, be prevail'd with to diſobey GOD, yet out of 
Obedience to Him he will honour lawful Governours, 
and be obedient to their lawful Commands. Though he 
will not venture upon Perjury, or utter that upon Oath 
with his Lirs, upon any Conſideration, that he doth nor 
believe in his Heart, yer having given the Security of an 
Oath for his Allegiance, he will ſtrictly regard it, and 


* Nebem. ix. 26. 1 Eccl. viii. 2. 
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endea vout to act in all Inſtances as becomes a good Citt- 
Nn, and a good Subjet. And if he ſhould againft 
his common Inclination do any Evil, that ſhall render 
him obnoxious to Juſtice, will patiently undergo the 
Puniſhment due to his Crime. This is the true Loyaliſt, 
Firſt, Loyal ro GOD, whoſe Authority is moſt ancienr 

mount, and then out of Obedience to Him, 
Loyal to his Prince, whom he looks upon as one of his 
Miniſters and Vicegerents. 

KINGS therefore, by befriending and promoting true 
Religion, take the beſt Meaſures for their own Securi- 
ty, but thoſe who encourage Vice and Profaneneſs, dig 
up their own Foundations, and undetmine their own 


ower and Authority. I come now, 


IV. Fourthly, TO conſider the Import of the Prohibi- 
tion, Meddle not with them who are given to Change. The 
Original Word, Schonim, which is tranſlated here, thoſe 

iven to Change hath various Significations. The“ Verb 
From whence it proceeds, properly fignifies to iterate or 
do the ſame Things over again. Accordingly Montanus 
tranſlates here iterantibus, kappoüng malum to make out 
the Senſe; Men uſed to meditate and make Miſchief; 
The Chaldet tranſlates Fools, or in our Language Changes 
lings. Yer the Word is often uſed in the holy Wri- 
_— the ſame Senſe, that our Tranſlators ſeem juſtly 
ro have rendered ir thoſe given to Change; that is to ſay, 
Perſons addicted ro make Changes in the ſettled Order 
and State of humane Affairs, eſpecially the Political Af- 
fairs of Mankind. For Inſtance, | 

PERSONS of z reſtleſs and diſcontented Temper, who 
are ever hurried by their Avarice and Ambition, and 
from the perpetual Uneaſineſs of their own Minds, and 
Diſcontent at their Condition, are ever plotting to diſturb 
the moſt juſt and wiſe Governours in their Adminiſtra- 
tion, and to throw Societies into the urmoſt Tumult 
and Confuflon, Or elſe 

MEN of 4 Pragmatical and Meddling Temper, whom 
no Model of Government, no Management of Power 
will ever pleaſe : Becauſe out of Conceir of their own 
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ſuperior Genius, they ſtill think th could very much a- 
mend and improve it. N are ket. $ proje- 
cting how to correct what they think is out of Order, 
and ſettle Things according to their own Taſte. And are 
ſo full of their own fondling Schemes, as to cenſure Ru- 
lers and continually clamour againſt them, for nor act- 
ing up to them, and engage as many as they can to chime 
in with them, and execute at any rate what they di- 
ctate and adviſe. Men of this Temper, eſpecially if 
they are Perſons of high Rank and large Intereſt; of re- 
commending Addreſs, and Oratory that is Popular, do un- 
ſpeakable Miſchief in Society, and are Authors of very 
great Diſtractions. Or, finally „ 
MEN of a perverſe ungevernable Spirit, chat “ like the 
troubled Sea, are always caſting up Mire and Dirt, and ne- 
der at reſt, 4 that ſleep nut except they do Miſchief; who 
will be left to their own Range, and act without Re- 
ſtraint, and Controul whatever comes of it. And rather 
than miſs their Ends, or be croſs d in their wicked Pra- 
ctices, will break down all Authority, overturn all Or- 
der and Polity, and mingle Heaven and Earth. Such 
as theſe are the Men with whom the Text adviſes us nut 
to meddle. | 1 
As much as to ſay, give no patient Ear to their 
Schemes and Suzgeſtions ; mingle not with their Company, 
nor hold Converſation with them; at leaſt be nor ſedu- 
ced by their plauſible Talk, enter not into their Meaſures, 
engage in none of their Deſi2ns, nor, to humour their 
Pride or Vanity, their Avarice or Ambitien, or their wicked 
and f:#ious Temper, make Confuſion in well-govera'd 
Societies. or break out into Rebellion againſt Lawful 
Kings and Governours. To 
' SUCH Changes are commonly attempred with utmoſt 
Hazard to thoſe who are engaged, with very great Dan- 
er to the Community, and are many times attended 
with moſt diſmal Confequences. Every good. and pru- 
dent Man will bear many Inconveniencies and Evils, 
rather than endeavour to redreſs them with greater Evils, 
by any Meaſures, I mean, that are likely to bring greater 
Miſchief ro the Bedy Politick, that he is concerned to 
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rempve'orpreverit. He is only forced by Exttremity. 
and wien fbr the Preſervatlon of the Body tis manifeſtly 
needful to make any Change in ſettled Conftications, or 
take che Adminiſtration out of their Hands, who evi- 
dently aim ar the Ruin of what rhey ſhould preſerve, 
and transfer ir to more fir Perſons. He will therefore ab- 
hor all Behaviour that tends ro a violent Change of a well 
form'd Conſtitution, or under an Adminiſtration that is 
juſt and prudent, and avoid all that are given to ſuch 
Changes, as Traytors to the common Intereſts of Man- 
kind, and Enemies to their own Country. Inſtead of 
confpiring' with them againſt their Soveraign and his 
Country, he will do his utmoſt to unravel their Defigns, 
and defend both from their traiterous Attempts. Every 
Propoſal from them will fill him with Horror and In- 
dignation. He will repel it with the utmoſt Averſion. 
* My Soul, enter not into their Secrets, to their Aſſembly 
mine Honour be not thin united, will be the Language of 
his Heart; efpecially when they are ſo reſolved, as to 
heſitate at n Wickelnels that will promote their Deſign. 
When they will invent and propagate the moſt ſhameleſs 
Lies, will break through rhe moſt ſacred Oathi, and con- 
federare with rhe moſt avowed and unchangeable Ene- 
mies of their Religion and Country. In ſuch a Cafe the 
Prohibition here given is peculiarly vehement, My Sen, 
meddle not with them that are given to Change. 


V. Fh, AND now what remains but that we apply 
what hath been ſaid to our ſelves, and look upon theſe 
Preceprs and this Prohibition as given ro uw. Let us 
there n LE. 

Fir#, LOOK to it, that we be truly Reliziois. Let vs 
own the Sovereignty of GOD over us, and his Preperty in 
us. Let us confeſs Him moſt glorious and amiable, and 
worthy of our utmoſt Adoration, Reverence and Affe- 
ction. Let us humble our ſelves ar his Feet for our ma- 
ny and heinous Sins, let ns hearrily repent of them. Let 
us hondur his rich Evangelical Grace, by the moſt warm 
Thankſgivings for ir, the moſt ready and hearty Accepv- 
trance of it upon our Redeemer's own Terms. ' Let him 
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with free, and full, and delightful Conſent be enthrog .d 
in our Hearts. Let us yield our ſelves up to the Influ- 
ences of his Spirit, to the Direction of his Laws, and 
the righteous and kind diſpoſals of his Providence. Let 
us fear GOD, with the Reverence Children ſhquld 

to their Heavenly Father, Subjects ſhould pay to the 

of Soveraigns, one who is. indeed poſſeſs d of abſolure 
and unlimited Power. Let us fear Him, ſo as never wil- 
fully to provoke his Wrath, ſo as to be ever concern d 
and careful to pleaſe him, by doing his Will in every In- 
ſtance, and juſt in the Hay and Manner which he requires. 
Let us fear Him fo as to be firm to his Truth and Inte- 
reſts, whatever we hazard or ſuffer for his Sake, and ſo 
as not to be terrified by the Threatnings of Men, or by 
* Violence and Outrage into any ſinful Compliances. 

gain, 4 
Secondly, LET us be influenced by our Fear of GO 

to render that Civil Fear, which is due from us to our 
Preſent Soveraign King GEORGE. His moſt juſt Title let 
us readily recognize, and chearfully give him all reaſo- 
nable Security for our Allegiance. Let us take without 
Reluctauce, and make good wieh Reſolution the appoint- 
ed Oaths, when we are legally call'd to it. Let ps have 
Reſpect for his Pexſon and Family, and due Reverence 
for his Authority. Let us contribute our moſt hearry 
Endeavours to ſupport his Government, and pay, with- 
out Grudging, the neceſſary Taxes laid upon us. Let us 
_ recommend him, by warm Prayers, to the Favour, Pro- 


tection and Bleſſing of the Great GOD. Let us chear- 


ſully obey his lawful Command, and with becoming 
Zeal oppoſe his Enemies, Theſe are ar the ſame time E- 
nemies to our Country aud our holy Religioa. Though all 
of them, it is confeſs'd, are nor ſuch in an equal degree. 
Some being buſy and artful Seducers, with rhe utmoſt 
Cunning and Induſtry ſtirring up a Spirit of Uproar and 
Rebellion, and the ref an eaſy and credulous Multitude, 
who are either led away by the Deluſions of the former, 
or blown up by their Noiſe and Clamour to do that 
Miſchiaf, which yer they do not intend, And, 
Finally, LET us have nothing to do with thoſe who are 
medirating, and by the moſt unwarrantable Methods at- 
zemprting to change the Preſent Settlement pf the Crown, 
170 f co 
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to take rhe Sceprer out of the Hands of our Preſent 8. 
veraign, that they may put it into the Hands of a Spurions. 
Pretender. What Reaſon can theſe Men offer to bring 
us into their Deſigns, or make us Tools to them in their 
miſchievous Undertaking? Shall we conſider them as 
to their Political Principles? We ſhall find them Exalt- 
ers of the Prerogative beyond meaſure, that is to ſay 
As long as it js exercis d according to their Humour, or m- 
ploy'd for promoting their Intereſts. They complement 
Kings with Power Unlimited, and Paramount to all 
Laws and Compacts; nay, ſometimes with a Power un- 
limited as that of GOD, making Obedience without N 


ferve, the Duty of the Subject, whom they reduce to 


the loweſt Degree of Vaſſalage; and take away from 
him all Property, even ſo much as in his own Perſon, 
but what is merely the reſult of Grace in his Prince; 
which may be revok d at Pleaſure, and when his Poſ- 
ſeſſions may be ſeiz d without any Invaſion of his Rights, 
and his Perſon us d as Caprice or Cruelty ſhall direct 3 
whilſt he is bound Hand and Foot, and muſt bear Inſo- 
lence, Contempt, and Torture, without making any. 
Defence, or muttering a Word. Nay, not only is every 
particular Subject, according to their Principles, thus 
ramely to ſuffer, but the whole Body is diſarm d, and muſt 
endure the Inſolence, Ravages, and Cruelty of the moſt 
barbarous Tyrant, without putting it ſelf into any Po- 
ſture of Defence, under the Penalty of Eternal Re 
nation. Are not theſe Principles what muſt needs re- 
commend the Men to a Free-born People To Britons: 
juſtly. jealous of their Privileges, and Reſolute in all 
Ages to claim and aſſert their Liberties? s 

SHALL we conſider them in their Preſent ConduB8 2 
How wide, at firſt Appearance, doth it ſeem from their 
Principles? Here we find them making the moſt fan- 
ing and forward Profeſſions of Zeal for our KING, 
whilſt they had hopes to delude him by fair Words; gi- 
ving the Sacred Security of an Oath for their Allegiance, 
Abjuring the Pretender, and diſavowing before GOD 
and the World, al Right of His to the. Crown; yer af- 
ter all, breaking out into Rebellion againſt that Sove., 
raign, to whom they had ſworn Fealry, and inviting. 
that Pretender whom they had abjur'd into the Realm, 
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and appearing in Arms for the Maintenance of his Title, 
and rhe Deſtruction of their Rightfuf Soveraign and ts 
Family, (a providing for ſuch a wicked Artempt, where 
they were, by the wiſe Precautions of the Goverumen 
ovenced from exetuting whiat they had reſoly'd) an 
che moſt Shameleſs, and Palpable, and malicious Lies, 
etdeavouring ro render Odious the wiſe and juſt Admi- 
nitration of their Prince to his People; ro difpirit his 
Friends and encourage his Enemies: And thus ſtirring up 
the moſt Riotous and Seditious Spirit that eyer appeat'd 
in the Kingdom; and that upon no Provocation, or the 
Dilgtace of ſome of their Chieft, who by their Fe 


and Peffidy, had brought a Reproach on the Britiſh. 


Name and Nation, is hardly to be remov'd. 
SHALL we conſider them in their Confederates We 
ſnall find them combin d with Papiſts, the ſworn Ene- 
mies of all whom they think fit to call Herericks. Men who 
eari't be bound by the moſt ſolemn Oarhs, to make good 
— Promiſe to fuch a Compact with them. But 
Bound, on pain of Eternal Damnation, by any Me- 
#bdas in the World, be they never ſo Cruel or Perfidi- 
us, to endeavour the Ruin of all Churches, and the ut- 
rer Extirpation of all Perſons that will not throw them- 
ſedves at the Pope's Feet, and become Vaſſals ro his Power. 
Men wich whom tis an Unchangeable Decree, as to the 
Church of England in particular, Delenda eff, She muſt 
be teftroy'd : Yet would theſe blind Men employ thoſe 
very Hands that ate ready, and reſolv'd at all Times for 
her Ruin, to reſcue her from Dangers that have no Exi- 
nce bur in rheir fickly Imagination. Was ever a De- 
lufion more Groſs and Palpable > Or would any in their 
Senſes, ro avoid the harmleſs Noiſe of a Cannon, throw 
rhtthſelves into a glowing Oven, where they are ſure to 
be burnt to Aſhes ? | 
AN what's the Change they would bring about? 
They would have us Condemn the Late happy Revoluti- 
on, as the moſt beinow and hateful Rebellion, tho they 
have hererofore valued themſelves as if they were the 
Prineipal Inſtruments ar leaſt, and the Honour of it 
was chiefly due to them. They would have us look 
upon our Glorious Deliverer, K. William, as an Uſurper 


gay, and involve his next Surceſſor in the ſame ä 
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Character, tho they pretend the greateſt Venerarlan. e 
her Memory ſince her Death; and when ſhe was aQting: - 
that Part that Sullied all the Glories of her Forme 
Reign, and left a Stain upon the Britiſp Name almoſtf 
indelible, did little leſs chan Idolize her. They would 
have us give up all our Parſiamentarj Serglements, that W 
may have an Hereditary Ruler, halding his Crown by. 
Divine Right; and by virtue of this Tenure, pretending 
a Right to Cancel all our Laws, to claim all our Perſons. 
and Properties, and deal with us according to his Sacred 
and Indiſputable Will and Pleaſure. Tho even this 
Nabe is ſo juſtly ſuſpected, that they had need have 4: 
Revelation in the Caſe to ſecure them from ] j 
They would have us part with a King who is an hearty 
Proteſtant, who in his ancient Dominions (Where he was. 
Abſolute) never abus d his Power to the Oppreſſion of 
his Subjects: And ſince his Arrival in Britain has reli 
giouſly obſerv d our Laws, and regulated his Conduct 
by the Rules of our Conſtitution. A Prince of acknow-. 
ledg'd Wiſdom and Skill ro govern; a Prince of Fa- 
therly Tenderneſs for his People, who puniſhes Rebels. 
with Reluctance; and amidſt all the Virulem and Scoun- 
drel Reproaches thrown on his Family, Perſon, and Ad- 
miniſtration, hath been continually ſtudying the Welfare 
of his Kingdom, and rhe Happigeſs of his Subjects. 
Such a Prince they would have us reſign or deſtroy, that : 
we might have a Perſon of ſuſpected Birth, of no ſhining 
. ET pacities for Government as I could ever learn) of an, 
j Adverſe Religion chat bears implacable Enmity ro ours, 
and one accuſtom d ro ſee and applaud the moſt Deſpo- 
tick Power, exercisd in the moſt Cruel and Tyrannical 
manner by his Soveraign Guardian, They would have us 
give LID and Religion, and the preſent Securities we 
have for both, under a Prince of rhe ſame Religion, 
and fam'd through the World for his Juſtice and Inte- 
grity, with al our Hopes of the Continuance of thoſe 
Securities, under the future Government of his Deſcen- 
dants, for certain Slavtry and Perſecution under a Popiſh 
Prince, habituared to the Love of Tyranny, and exaſ- 
perared with imaginary Wrongs done to' Himſelf and 
Family, and the certain Entail of the ſame Miſeries un- 
der a long Train of Popiſh Succeſſors, claiming the _ 
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aide kim, by the Lie Indefeatible Title öf Her e 
aud Proximity of Blood. In a Word, they would bf. 
ag 


us throw up every thing Dear add Valuable to 
Britons of Proteſtants, for every tlling that Is to d 
and abhor d by us; and that without any Glimpſe. 
of Hope, or any the moſt diſtanr Proſpect in the od. 
nary Courſe of Human Affairs, of any future Delivetance. 
And need we Arguments to Diſſwade us from Meddling 
with Men, who are fond of ſuch a Changes 
NO, ler us heartily abhor, all ſuch Deſigns, rad uſe 
= our ſeveral fy our moſt ſtrenuous Endeayours to 
our preſent Gracious Soveraign, and defeat the 
Porpoſes of Fils Enemies: EI | : 
AND may our GOD * whe is Rich in Mercy, open the 
Eyes of ſuch among us, who in the 1 Simplicity of - their 
Hearts, are Led into theſe Fooliſh and Mifchievous Mea- 
ſures : And for ever blaſt and Defeat the Hopes and 
Plots of thoſe wicked Men, whom from Avarice or Am- 
bition, or Revenge, or a Perverſe ungovernable Spirit, colour d 
over with Noiſy Pretenſions to ſuperlative Loyalty, have 
abus d the Credulity of the Simple, and by the moſt im- 


pudent Lyes and growling Calumnies, have ſtird up ſuch 


a Spirit of Rebellion in the Land. May He in his Due 


Time, reſtore the Publick Peace and Tranquility; that © 


Trade, Learning, Mutual Love and Religion, may flouriſh 
among us. Thar our Eyes may be Open to our True 
Intereſts, that + we may know in this our Day, the things 
belonging to our Peace and Happineſs, that ſo our KING 
may be — in an Affectionate aud Obedient People, as 


| we already are in a Wiſe and rg Soveteign. That 


our ** Feruſalem may yet be a Praiſe to the Ends of the © 
Earth: The Wonder and Envy of all Lands, and the 
Support and Succour of all Proteſtant Churches. 


Grant this moſt Graciow GOD, for our dear Redeemer's 
ſake. And may every Proteſtant in Britain, with Heart 
and Voice, ſay, Amen. 
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